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Sebastiam1, by the advice of one, Joham Bernaldez, whom he
met there bartering, he went on land, clothed in silk and
brocade, and with his men in good order. And at the foot of a
tree, under its shade, he commanded a mass to be said (which
was the first that was said) and he attended; and henceforth that
valley was, and shall always be, called the Vale of Sam Sebas-
tiam. Then, after eating, he ordered a richly ornamented plat-
form to be erected; and he sat thereon, accompanied by very
honourable men, and with his trumpets, tambourines and
drums, and all in an act of peace, in order to receive there, by
agreement, the lord of the place, who was called Caramansa*,
whom the negroes called king, and to speak with him. Hither
the king came, and before him a great noise of bugles, belLs and
horns, which are their instruments, and he was accompanied by
an endless number of negroes, some with bows and arrows, and
others with assagais and shields; and the principal persons were
attended behind by naked page-boys with seats of wood, like
stools, to sit upon3. The king came naked, and his arms and legs
and neck were covered with chains and trinkets of gold in many
shapes, and countless bells and large beads of gold were hanging
from the hair of his beard and his head. The captain stepped
down from his platform to receive him, amid a great sounding of
his instruments; and the king gave the captain his usual signal of
peace, which was to touch his fingers and then to snap the one
with the other, saying in his language 'Bere, bere', which in ours
means Teace, peace*; and the captain returned the compliment
Then, the principal persons, who came with him, followed him,
all first wetting their fingers in their mouths and then wiping
them on their breasts, before touching those of the captain,
1 January 30.
* Eustache de la Fosse (Voyage) refers to Caramansa: 'We drew lots as to
which of us should go six leagues farther on, for there are two ports at the
said mine of gold, the first being named Chama [Samma], and the other,
which is six leagues beyond, the village of two parts, and this because there
are two villages . .. and it fell to my lot to go six leagues forward..., I de-
parted the day after I arrived at the mine of gold to go to the place assigned
to me, and this was the Sunday before Christmas [1479]; and then we took
surety from the manse and caramanse, who are the king and viceroy; and the
Monday, on the morrow, we went to begin trade.*
3 The stools of chieftainship.